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Dear Parents, 
 
When our teacher librarian, Christine Holdsworth, shared Marcus Pfisterôs ñThe Christmas Starò, she 
reminded the students that each of us represents Godôs guiding light on earth. The children were 
invited to make a star of varying size; Christine used these stars to form the shooting star in the 
photo. The display outside the library is a beautiful reminder of this óenlighteningô message as we 
wait and hope throughout the Advent season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to seek donations for the St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree.  There is a strong band of 
volunteers who work for this organisation throughout the year: our ógiftsô help those in need at this 
time; our efforts show encouragement and support to the tireless óworkersô for others.  
 
We congratulate all Grade 6 students who will celebrate their graduation at Mass this Friday night. 
We thank them for their leadership, their capacity to embrace school and community life, and we 
wish them every blessing for their secondary years and beyond. 

Charlie Armistead Anthony Fenech Eleanor Marshall-Ferguson 

Sebastian Balestra Rhett Fernando Jude McCormack 

Alexia Baptist Julian Fraser Abigail Morgan 

James Both Harry Fraser Georgia Natoli 

Dean Bourandanis Harrison Gillespie Blake Nowlan 

Norah Britto Amelia Gomez Amelie Philipsz 

Sophie Campbell Anika Gotfredsen Stephanie Pitara 

Claire Carter Lucas Grostal Abigail Price 

Isabel Chew Indiana Grubb Angus Shepherdson 

Monique Chung Elizabeth Harris Harry Shepherdson 

Elijah Collantes Mia Hayden Emma Stevens 

Gabriel Collantes Anthony Heath Lucas Tregoning 

Lucy Curry Lucy Hilmer Kai Volwerk 

Lachlan Descalco Sophie Hollier Rylee Ward 

Georgia Doensen Sienna Hoult Ignatius Waterman-Witchell 

Jessica Dooley Joshua Howard Tyler Young 

Ruby Douce Lachlan Knight  

Giselle D'Souza Liam Kouchakdjian  

Charlie Duncan Hannah Kovac  

Oliver Etienne Oscar Mark  
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Special thanks to Alison Gurung (Isha 4CP & Kara 2CM), Naomi Hobkirk (Xavier 5CG), Martin 
McDonnell (Oliver 5OL & Thomas 4FJ) and team for planning the social celebration after Mass,; this 
is always a great community farewell for our Grade 6 students. 
 
Chaired by Nick Hollier, OSAC this year has embraced new and old initiatives in support of 
community life.  We thank all team members for their commitment and leadership. 

We thank Siobhan Pinzone and Linda Lewin for leading the Parents and Friends Association in 
many social and fundraising successes.  We are appreciate that Linda will continue to lead next 
yearôs team. We are grateful to Lisa Harris and helpers who generously gave their time to provide 
our valuable second hand uniform service. Also, a special thank you to Nick Hollier, Shane Lawlor 
and the Maintenance committee for their dedication and persistence. 

This yearsô Fete was an exceptional community day for OLA; our thanks go especially to the Fete 
Chairs, Lisa OôConnor (Patrick 5ER & Ash 2JD) and Lucy Etienne (Ollie 6JD, Gilbert 3MB & Annabel 

PKM), for leading the organisation over the past 12 months. Proceeds from the fete amounted to 
$20,000. 

This Thursday students will meet with their teachers for next year; our 2019 Preps met their teachers 
earlier in the month. We will welcome 12 new families across all grade levels.  As we farewell 8 staff 
members, we will welcome 3 new staff members in 2019. 

 
We are grateful to Nicole Bane, who has temporarily returned from maternity leave to support the 
senior school team in leadership this term. Nicoleôs leadership strengths, particularly in teaching and 
learning, including her excellent classroom practice, have been a significant influence in student 
learning and staff professional development over the past six years. We wish her every happiness 
as she resumes a quieter pace in family life. 

 
After six years, Barbara Beceric is leaving OLA, to pursue new pathways in education. Barbara has 
been a valued member of our community, generously contributing to the life and work of our 
community: in the classroom, at camp, for sacramental programs, at our community fetes. Barbaraôs 
love for teaching and learning will hold her in good stead in the years to come. We wish Barbara 
every happiness with new pursuits in life. 

 
In the two and a half years in which Steve Evans has been part of the OLA community, he has firmly 
left his mark in all areas of school and parish life. In his role as Deputy Principal, Steve has modelled 
exemplary practice in Catholic leadership; it has been a pleasure to share in the privilege of 
leadership. We congratulate Steve on his first Principal appointment at Holy Saviour Parish Primary 
School; as OLA has been blessed in his leadership, so too, will Holy Saviour be blessed in Steveôs 
Principalship. 

 
After fifteen years commitment to the OLA community, Christine Holdsworth is leaving us a great 
legacy: OLAôs library is renowned as arguably the best example of a primary school library in the 
southern region. The library is a delight for students, staff and families, always drawing accolades 
from visitors to the school. Whilst the library, literature and a love for teaching and learning, have 
been at the heart of Christineôs work, her passion for nurturing all aspects of faith and life at OLA has 
been exemplary. Christineôs work ethic and presence at all events and programs, are testament to 
her diligent dedication. She is a much loved and valued member of staff, who will be greatly missed. 
Christine is leaving to pursue new learnings and directions; we wish her every blessing, in life, 
always. 

 
Junko Kawabata leaves us to focus on teaching LOTE Japanese. In the earlier part of her eleven 
years at OLA, Junko successfully introduced the Taiko Drumming lunch club. This group has grown 
in strength over the years, as we witnessed most recently, at the OLA Fete. We thank Junko for her 
work over these years, and wish her every blessing, as she pursues her passion for teaching LOTE 
Japanese. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Obeng has enjoyed just over a year working as a learning support officer at OLA, whilst 
completing qualifications for teaching. His efforts have been rewarded, and we congratulate 
Sylvester on his appointment to St Maryôs Catholic School in Robinvale, commencing in January 
2019. We wish him every blessing in this exciting new pathway. 
 
Emily Roberts leaves us to take up a teaching position nearer to home. In her seven years at OLA, 
Emily has excelled in teaching practice, and in community participation. Her willingness to give of 
her very best in the classroom, and to whole school programs, have been testament to her valued 
position on our leadership team. We will miss Emilyôs team spirit, and wish her every happiness and 
blessing in the future. 
 
We have been delighted to have Georgia Stone (now Dickinson since last Saturday) at OLA this 
year. As a graduate teacher, Georgia has shown exemplary teaching practice and commitment to 
community life. We are thrilled for her appointment to a school, closer to home in 2019, wishing her 
every happiness and blessing in the future.  

 
In 2019, we welcome Sarah Donaldson, Sharon Entwisle and Kelly Herat to the OLA staff team. 

 
2018 has brought its share of blessings and burdens to OLA.  Through difficult times and, in 
celebrations, the strength and goodness of our community has shone.  There have been 
innumerable, extraordinary actions and achievements amidst the ordinariness of everyday life.  I 
wish to thank each parent and staff member who has contributed so willingly to school and parish life 
throughout the year. 
 
With planning for programmes and events well underway for next year, we look forward to Christmas 
and holidays.  May the peace and joy of Christmas wash over all: may we see Godôs guiding light 
within ourselves; may we more fully know Godôs loving presence; may the summer holidays bring 
relaxing, fun-filled days with family and friends. 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 

 
 

Mrs Leonie Young 
Principal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SCHOOL NOTICES: 
 

 

 

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

 
 

Term 4 
 

December 2018 
 
12 Wednesday  PCT & PKM Parish Mass 9.15am 
13 Thursday  Reports Sent Home Today 
  5ER Parish Mass 9.15am 
  Grade 1-6 2019 Orientation 2.30pm 
14 Friday  Last Specialist Classes Today  
  Last Canteen Day 
  Advent Whole School Prayer Service 9.00am 
  Grade 6 Final Assembly 2.30pm 
  Grade 6 Graduation Mass 6.00pm 
  Grade 6 Graduation Celebrations 7.00pm 
17 Monday  No Canteen 
  New Leaders & Nativity Play Assembly 9.00am 
  Advent Whole School Prayer Service 2.30pm 
19 Wednesday  End of Year Whole School Mass 10.15am 
  Term 4 Concludes ï Students Dismissed 1.00pm  
 

Term 1 
 
 
January 2019 
 
29 Tuesday  Staff Commence 
30 Wednesday  Testing Day (1) 
31 Thursday  Testing Day (2) 
 
February 2019 
 
1 Friday  Term 1 Commences Grade 1-6 8.40am 
4 Monday  Term 1 Commences Prep 8.40am 
  P&F Parent Welcome Morning Tea 9.00am 
6 Wednesday  Prep Free Day 
7 Thursday  Opening of School Year Whole School Mass 10.15am 
8 Friday  Grade 6 Summer Sport 
10 Sunday  Staff Commissioning Mass 9.00am 
11 Monday  P-4 Swimming 
12 Tuesday  P-4 Swimming 
  OSAC Meeting 7.30pm 
13 Wednesday  P-4 Swimming  
  6JD Parish Mass 9.15am 
14 Thursday  P-4 Swimming 
  Early Dismissal 1.00pm 
  Parent/Teacher Chats 1.30pm 
15 Friday  Grade 6 Summer Sport 
18 Monday  P-4 Swimming 
19 Tuesday  Swim Squad 7.30am 
 
 



 

SCHOOL NOTICES: 
 

 

EDUCATION IN FAITH 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop ~ Wednesday 8 th  August  
On Wednesday, we celebrate the feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, a person who 
trusted and had faith in God. Mary rejoiced in her God,  loved the poor deeply and believed 
God would provide all that she needed. Mary was faithful to her God even when times were 
tough. She saw herself as Godôs humble servant and was always ready to do Godôs will. Mary 
shows us how to be people of Spirit. 
 
Prayer through St Mary MacKillop  
Ever generous God, 
You inspired Saint Mary MacKillop  to live her life faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
constant in bringing hope and encouragement to those who were disheartened, lonely or 
needy. 
With confidence in your generous providence and through the intercession of Saint Mary 
MacKillop  we ask that you grant our requestéééééé. 
We ask that our faith and hope be fired afresh by the Holy Spirit so that we too, like Mary 
MacKillop, may live with courage, trust and openness. 
 
 

 
 
Sunday 16 th  December ï Third Week of Advent  
God our salvation, You watch over us at all times. 
With joy in the abundance of your blessings upon us, help us to listen as 
you speak to our hearts, so that your Word may rest within us and guide 
our actions towards one another. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 

 
 
Sunday 23 rd  December ï Fourth  Week of Adven t  
Gracious God you created us in your own image and likeness, and that is 
love. 
Help us to discover the people and places in the midst of our daily lives 
where 
you meet us with your love and care. May we show this love and care to 
all 
those we meet. We ask this prayer in Jesusô name. 
Amen 
 
 

 
   

 

Term 4 Catholic Social Teaching Focus:  
Subsidiarity and Participation  

Scripture Focus: Matthew 7: 12 - Do for others 
what you would want them to do for you. This is 

the meaning of the Law of Moses and the teaching 
of the prophets. 

 
Catholic Social Teachings 

This term we are focusing on the Catholic Social 
Teaching of Subsidiarity and Participation . 

How can we contribute to a more just and fair 
world? All people have the right to participate in 

decisions that affect their lives. Subsidiarity 
requires that decisions are made by the people 

closest and most affected by the issues and 
concerns of the community. 

Rights and responsibilities are seen as the 
demands of upholding and defending human 
dignity in the social, economic and political 

spheres. From basic rights ï right to life, and 
responsibilities to one another, our family and 

society. 



 

SCHOOL NOTICES: 
 

 

EDUCATION IN FAITH 
 

Christmas Prayer 
Mary for you this time before Jesusõ birthday was a quiet 

time 
A growing time. 

Now we are all waiting for your son Jesus. 
Mary, mother of Jesus and our mother, show us how to be 

ready 
For your son. 

AMEN 
Come, Jesus! 

The whole world is waiting for you! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vinnies Gift Card  
A perfect gift idea could be to give a St. Vinnies Gift Card this 

Christmas. Much of the  proceeds from the sales at the St. Vincent De 

Paul Opportubity Shops go towards the running cost of the soup vans. 

So help bring the spirit of Christmas to those less fortunate and give a 

Vinnies Gift Card as a present for your family and friends to enjoy. 

This little gift idea will go along way to helping the needy in our 

Melbourne community. 

                                                   

 
 
 
2019 Columban Art Calendar ON SALE NOW  
Includes beautiful artwork, Liturgical Information and Feast Days  
$12.00 including GST and postage 
Contact Columban Mission Centre 
calendar@columban.org.au  
www.columban.org.au/Calendar   
 
 
 
 

 
Mr Steve Evans 
Religious Education Leader 

mailto:calendar@columban.org.au
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SCHOOL NOTICES: 

 

 

 
Wow! We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of the OLA community. We have had 
so many donations to help us grow our Makerspace supplies. This is a fantastic way for us 

to practise  ᷊reducing, reusing and recycling! So, once again, here is a list of some of the 

óstuffô we are asking the community to bring in: 
 

balloons 
bread tags 

cardboard boxes (cereal box, cracker boxes, etc)                                                              
coloured plastic caps from bottles 

cleaned meat trays 
empty, cleaned plastic bottles (soft drink, water, etc.)                                                                  

fabric scraps 
foil trays 
marbles 

packing foam 
paper plates/bowls 
paper towel tubes 

plastic containers (yogurt, butter, takeaway, etc.) shoeboxes ....and the tissue paper in them! 

sponges (clean, please) 
spaghetti 

toothpicks 
twist ties (from bread) 

wood offcuts 
yarn/wool/string 

 
If you have any of these, we would love to have them. 
Please bring them to the office and they will eventually make their way to the Makerspace. 

 
Many Thanks for your help, 

Helene Lionakis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SCHOOL NOTICES: 
 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 

 
 



SCHOOL NOTICES: 
 

 

ART 4 SCHOOL 
                                                    

is a fantastic, interactive after school Visual Arts program for OLA children in 

all levels Prep- Grade 6 who want to further develop their skills and techniques in art. They 
will be given the opportunity to use a wide range of media and tools and will explore a range 
of processes that include drawing, painting, printing, collage, mixed media, textiles and 
construction. 
It has been a great success this year and the children have really enjoyed it. They have 
created skateboard decks, sculptures, sand art, tie dyeing, marbling, printing, various 
painting techniques, made their own puffy paint and slime, weaving and so much more! 
It will be a 70 minute session straight after school which will allow them to really get into 
their art and spend time with friends and also make new friends in a familiar environment. 
The goal is to give the children a skill based, fun art experience in a supportive environment, 
as well as instil a lifelong appreciation for art. 

¶ Classes will be run by Samantha Hudson the Visual Arts teacher and will begin in Term 

1 Week 2 2019 . If you are interested in joining ART 4 SCHOOL please email Samantha 

Hudson at samhudson951@gmail.com 

¶ If the children from 2018 classes would like to continue please email Samantha 

Hudson.  

¶ Classes will be held in the school art room each Wednesday and Thursday from 

3.20pm-4.30pm .  

¶ Classes are designed to be sequential so I encourage the children to attend each lesson 

as unfortunately there are no make up lessons.  

¶ Children will come to the art room straight after the dismissal bell with their art smock 

on. 

¶ New enrolments will receive a Visual Arts diary to sketch ideas in.  

¶ Class fees are $20 a lesson plus a $20 art materials fees each term. Term 1 2019 

invoices will be sent out in January and will be due the last week of the school holidays. 

Invoices will then be sent out in the last week of Term for the following term. 

¶ At the end of each lesson Mrs Hudson will take the children out to the courtyard in 

front of the school hall so children can be collected by their parents/guardians 

¶ There is also an !Ǌǘ п {ŎƘƻƻƭ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

art work each week. 

For any other information or queries please donôt hesitate to email me at 
samhudson951@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 



SCHOOL NOTICES: 
 

 

CHESS CLUB 

 
CANTEEN NOTICES: 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



ADDITIONAL NOTICES: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

OSH CLUB NOTICES: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


